In Kyoto, a city that has been symbolic of Japanese culture for a millennium, lwata Houraiya
has been producing and restoring Buddhist altars, altar accessories and statues, and
designing the interior spaces of temples with a team of craftsmen whose skills have been

handed down a lineage starting from the Heian period.

At Iwata Houraiya, we aspire to pass on the wonderful thousand-year-old high-quality craft

and techniques of ancient Japan to future generations.

We bring together artisans specializing in traditional crafts: utilizing wood working, wood
carving, lacquering, gilding, waxing, coloring, maki-e and decorative metal work techniques,

and handcraft our products with careful attention to detail.

Our work is not mass produced but is instead designed to be long-lasting heirlooms, with the

intention for it to be repeatedly repaired and restored in the future.

Iwata Houraiya is committed to making products that are environmentally sustainable and

are of high quality, so that they can be loved for generations to come.
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Collaboration with

“takeshi maruyama design unit”

This product is a hybrid between modern design and traditional
craft techniques, and is designed to convey the spirit of Kyoto
craftsmanship to the world. Designed to resemble the intricate
masugumi under eaves of temple architecture, this new artistic
furniture concept combines these beautiful and exquisite details to
tables and lighting fixtures.
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A IR Takeshi Maruyama

The "tmdu" aims to build an innovative global network for
designing, consulting and managing architectural, interior,
furniture and graphic projects. Mr. Takeshi Maruyama
established the "tmdu" after completing work for a major
Japanese contractor and architectural firm in Dubai. He
currently works to expand recognition of craftspersonship
of Japan through his global network.
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Collaboration with
“Garnier et Linker”

We produced these tray and furniture pieces with design studio in
Paris. They were created under the concept of finding new ways of
expression while bringing out the best that materials have to offer.
The trays accentuate the wood grain and the gradation expressed by
the lacquer together with the shadows when stacked. The furniture
shows off the vitality and strength of wood using the hatchet-
splitting technique, and is finished using natural lacquer. The tray
will be exhibited at the 2020 Maison & Objet international trade fair
in Paris. Both have put to practical use the techniques developed in
making Kyobutsugu (Kyoto style Buddhist altars) via the medium of

home interior decoration.
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Garnier et Linker

Guillaume Garnier and Florent Linker are two French
creators based in Paris. Their work is about giving a
contemporary design to rare materials and savoir-faire.
In their designs, they are conscious of the contemporary
use of traditional materials and the expression of master
craftsmanship. The works have a dramatic and unique
atmosphere.
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Collaboration with
“Design Guild Tokyo”

A low table produced with designer group in Japan. The excellent
materials and techniques of Kyoto's traditional crafts and local
industries, with their long history and enterprising spirit, have
been further refined through contemporary design. The table was
developed by applying the techniques and designs of butsudan and
butsugu to create modern furniture. The structure of the braided
wood is functionally incorporated with the decorative metalwork
designs also used in Buddhist altar tools, making it an attractive
commercial product with elaborate technology and detailing while

retaining its simplicity.
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Design Guild Tokyo

Design Guild Tokyo

Established in 2007, Design Guild Tokyo is a platform
for normally unassociated individual and commercial
designers to be brought together for the purpose of
competing a project. It is a group with about 50 designers,
architects, creators and consultants. Each member is able
to bring to the table their unique abilities and design taste.
abilities and design taste.

2007 FICRAI ST 1 F—DFEBPEEO S SY AT 3 —
Lo S0 BEEEOEETY A —. BER., /U 45—, OV
PIVIY EHFRB L. KEBEARICELDETAR, F—LT7YS
ITRET. BEATFIVYVV1-IavERHRT S,




12

Other Items

KYO CRAFT has also developed many of its own luxurious interior
decorations, tableware, and accessories that can be incorporated
into today's lifestyles, utilizing traditional Japanese materials and
techniques. Since the products are handmade by craftsmen, they
can be custom-ordered according to customers' requests regarding

finishing, size, and detailed specifications.
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Traditional Technique
“Woodworking”
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Traditional Technique
“Urushi Lacquer Coating”

Traditional Technique
“Gilding”
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Traditional Technique
“Paintings and Coloring”

Traditional Technique
“Makie”

19



20

Traditional Technique
“Metalworking”

Traditional Technique
“Waxing”
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